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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 GENEVA 05930 181846Z 

ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-00 FEA-01 AGRE-00 CEA-01 CIAE-00 
COME-00 DODE-00 FRB-03 H-01 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 EPG-02 AID-05 SS-15 
STR-04 ITC-01 TRSE-00 PRS-01 SP-02 OMB-01 STRE-00 
AF-10 ARA-10 EA-07 EUR-12 NEA-10 OIC-02 SSO-00 
INRE-00 NSCE-00 /134W 

103607 181849Z/47 

OP 181741ZJUL77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9328 
INFO ALL EC CAPITALS PRIORITY 
USIA WASHDC PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE GENEVA 5930 

DEPT PASS ELECTRONICALLY TO STR 

FOR ASST SEC KATZ, DOC ASST SEC WEIL, DOL DEP ASSOC 
UNDERSEC BLACKMAN; USIA EOR lOP-HILL, lEU-COHEN, IPS 

E.O. 11652: NA 
GATT, EEC 

SUBJ: MFA RENEWAL; PRESS COVERAGE 

1. SEVERAL EUROPEAN NEWSPAPERS MONDAY CARRIED STORIES THAT 
US/EC/JAPAN HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT ON A COMMON TEXT ON MFA 
RENEWAL WHICH THEY ARE TRYING TO SELL TO THE LDC'S, FRANCE, THE 
NETHERLANDS AND UK. LE MONDE ARTICLE WAS ENTITLED "THE US 
AND JAPAN SUPPORT RESTRICTIVE POSITIONS OF THE EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY." WE UNDERSTAND COMMISSION SPOKESMAN IN BRUSSELS 
TODAY ALSO REFERRED TO AGREED TEXT. 

2. WHEN ASKED, USIS PRESS SPOKESMAN WILL STATE THAT THERE 
HAS BEEN NO AGREEMENT YET ON TERMS FOR RENEWAL, THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GENEVA 05930 181846Z 

BILATERAL AND PLURILATERAL DISCUSSIONS CONTINUE, THAT 
TEXT REFERRED TO WAS AN INFORMAL WORKING DOCUMENT NOT 
APPROVED BY GOVERNMENTS AND WITHOUT OEFICIAL STATUS 
WHICH WAS MEANT TO SERVE AS A POSSIBLE BASIS FOR NEGO- 
TIATION, AND THAT TEXT HAS EVOLVED GREATLY OVER THE 
PAST FEW DAYS EROM ITS ORIGINAL VERSION AS MIGHT BE 
EXPECTED AT THIS STAGE OE THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS. U.S. 
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HAS NOT AT ANY TIME AGREED TO "CONDITIONAL RENEWAL" OF 
MFA, AS ALLEGED IN PRESS ARTICLES. WE DO NOT PLAN TO 
ENGAGE IN PUBLIC SLANGING MATCH, BUT DO WISH TO ALERT 
ADDRESSEES TO THE EACTS.VANDEN HEUVEL 
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